SURVEYOR’S NOTEBOOK

Cargo Damage

A ship arrived at a tidal river port to discharge steel coils.  On opening up the hatch covers, hold nos. 2 and 3 were found to be partly filled with water with the cargo affected by water and mud.  As a consequence, the Club has paid a substantial claim.

The aft bulkhead of no. 3 hold formed the forward bulkhead of nos. 17 and 18 ballast tanks, which are used to store cooling water for the auxiliary generators when the ship is in shallow water or aground at tidal river ports, or for trimming purposes.

It was established that, upon arrival, the Master had filled the tanks in preparation for low water.  An inspection revealed the no. 3 aft bulkhead to be holed in way of no. 18 tank, possibly as a result of previous cargo operations, and the welding between the bulkhead and the tank top plating to be cracked.  An internal examination of the no. 18 tank revealed heavy local corrosion.

It was evident that when no. 18 tank was filled, water had entered no. 3 hold at tank top level and had entered no. 2 hold through the dividing bulkhead, which was also found to be corroded and damaged.

Safety Point

It is important that ships’ staff complete thorough inspections of the cargo holds prior to loading.  It is also important that they try to identify any damage that may have been caused during such operations.  This should also be done when cargo has been completely discharged.

 (Article extracted from The Standard Club’s publication)
